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seems to play an especial role. The child tries to suppress the idea of
his mother and separates her from the family situation.
Generalizing our observations, we may conclude that the draw-
ing of the family reveals the child's specific attitude toward each
member of the family as well as his wishes and fears concerning
them.
EVALUATION OF THE HOME SITUATION FROM
CHILDREN'S SPATIAL CONCEPTS
A variation of the family-drawing experiment was made in using
paper dolls of different sizes. The children usually used for mother
and father dolls of the largest size, and both of an equal size, even if
there was actually a considerable difference between the size of
father and of mother. The baby brother or sister was invariably the
smallest; the self-doll was in many cases the same size as that of the
parents. Thus, the child's concept of size was mostly determined by
psychological, not by realistic, motivations. Deviations from the
average were significant; one child, selecting a doll of the smallest
size for his father, actually had an extreme lack of respect for him.
The psychological motivation of size also appears in the child's
spatial concepts. An analysis of children's drawings, which we shall
discuss later (see p. 148), reveals how children express their wishes
and fearSj their need for protection and aggression by two-dimen-
sional spatial patterns. We designed a special experiment which
gave the child the possibility of handling his spatial concepts in a
three-dimensional way. We made SO panels of heavy cardboard,
each of them 5x8 inches., each panel with a wooden foot on which
it stood upright. These panels were used as walls for "the movable
house/7 with which the child, joining the panels to each other, could
mate large or small rooms. Dolls and doll furniture were provided
in different sizes (small, medium, big), leaving the choice to the
child. "Wallpaper," "rugs," and "covers" for the tables and chairs
were made from different colored papers, to be attached to the pan-
els and the furniture. "Doors/* "windows/5 and "pictures" were
|>a!&ted on paper and could also be attached to the walls. The child
1*33 asked to build a room for father, mother, brother or sister, and
Itfftgeif. The aim of this experiment was to study the child's con-
Itiptitai of space in Its relationship to his family situation. We give
tite t&eord of a 4-year-old as aa example (B.C,):
Eddie*$ reactions:
<3lrecti<His.)         Okay, Fm going to make a house for you.
I'm going to make it way big.